From Substance to Being, or from Phaneron to Semiosis: Exploring the Connection between Peirce's Phaneroscopy and Semeiotic. 

This seminar will focus on Peirce's distinction between the concepts of phenomenon and representation, both in the early writings (first session) and the late writings (second session). We will begin by examining what exactly was new in Peirce's 1867 "New List of Categories" and discussing the actual nature of the "passage" from Substance to Being. This passage prefigures in important ways Peirce's later distinction between the phaneron and the representational process.  We will study several definitions of the “phaneron,” explore Peirce's distinction between the (continuous) Phaneron and the (granular) phaneron, trying to understand how our awareness of the first is different from our consciousness of the second. We will see how Peirce’s theory of perception enables us to locate where, within the continuous passage from percept to perceptual coalescence to perceptual fact to perceptual judgment, the transition from phaneron to representation takes place. We will also seek to describe the mechanics of the passage from phaneron to sign, first by relying on their distinct modes of being, second by using what we will have learned from the 1867 account,  and third by trying a hypothesis inherited from Peirce’s categorial cosmology. If there is time, we shall also discuss the nature and role of phaneroscopy as a "science" preliminary to the normative sciences, especially the third branch, semeiotic.
