 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Dear Colleagues,

I’ve been asked to provide a reading list in preparation for my SIAP seminar on “Nature, Ecology, and Pragmatism.”  I should warn (or perhaps entice) participants that I am an ecologist with training in entomology who metamorphosed into a position split between the Department of Philosophy and the MFA program in Creative Writing.  In other words, I am a scientist who know just enough about pragmatism to be dangerous, and my hope is that by “leading” a workshop I will gain a great deal from scholars in the field while sharing what seems to be a potentially compelling application of American philosophy.  If you’re game for listening to a practicing scientist and non-fiction writer struggle to frame vital questions of ecology in terms of pragmatism, we should be in for a most lively and interesting time together. 

I’m planning to divide the seminar into two parts: a more technical section on the philosophy of ecology and a more literary section on meaning-making for a practicing ecologist.  As for readings in support of the more scientific/technical part, I’ve attached a draft of a paper (“Ecological realities and understandings: A pragmatic philosophy of constrained perspectivism”) that I’m working on with a colleague in which we attempt to formulate a philosophy of ecology that is descriptively sound and prescriptively plausible.  This will be a core reading and foundation for our first round of discussions.  For another perspective and a second core reading, I have attached a recent paper entitled, “The nature of ecological complexity: A protocol for building narrative” by AJ Zellmer, TFH Allen and K Kesseboehmer (in Ecological Complexity 3 (2006): 171-182).  It is a bit postmodern for my proclivities but makes some interesting points regarding perspectivism and provides a nice state-of-the-art view in at least one of the major directions that ecological thinking appears to be heading. For those seeking a broader perspective in terms of supplemental readings, I’d heartily recommend The Philosophy of Ecology: From Science to Synthesis by DR Keller and FW Golley.  The introductory pieces at the beginning of each of the book’s sections are particularly useful.  And of the sections, Part One and Part Three are probably the most interesting.  Another source that is quite compelling is Toward a Unified Ecology by TFH Allen and TW Hoekstra.  The Introduction and first chapter provide a clear sense of where the authors are taking their argument.  Finally,

With respect to readings in support of the more literary part of the venture, I’ve attached a couple of core essays excerpted from one of my published collections.  In support of these readings, I’d suggest supplemental pieces from Aldo Leopold’s A Sand County Almanac (especially the final three sections, “Conservation Esthetic,” “Wilderness” and “The Land Ethic.”  Two other impassioned voices with intriguing elements of pragmatism (some might argue with this claim) are Wendell Berry (his collection, What are People For?, is rather less strident and curmudgeonly than some of his earlier works, and the third section of this book is especially interesting) and Edward Abbey (his collection, The Journey Home, is almost restrained by Abbeyesque standards and asks some probing questions).  

I hope you have time to for at least a few of these suggested readings. Looking forward to meeting you in July!

Jeff

