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Larry Hickman

The focus of these two sessions will be on mid-twentieth century American naturalism, sometimes known as “New York naturalism” or “Columbia naturalism.”  We will also look at the work of some contemporary anti-naturalists.  For background reading, you might want to get a copy of Yervant Krikorian’s Naturalism and the Human Spirit.  This book is the classic collection on Columbia naturalism. Ample copies of this volume available on the Internet for around $10 bucks plus shipping. 

All of the readings listed below are readily available in any university library.  Most are available on line via JSTORE.  “EW, MW, and LW” refer to the Early Works, the Middle Works, and the Later Works, respectively, of the Collected Works of John Dewey, published by SIU Press.  “JP” refers to the Journal of Philosophy.  “R” refers to Ryder, John (ed.).   American Philosophic Naturalism in the Twentieth Century.  Prometheus Books, 1994.

If this looks like a lot of reading for a six hour seminar, it is.  My hope would be that most of the participants would have read the material and that we can just take off on a discussion of the main issues.

What are the main issues?  I offer the following questions as a starting place.

1. Is naturalism just one more metaphysical position?

2. What is a metaphysical position?

3. Does naturalism entail materialism?

4. What are the are the rival methods to naturalism as: a) cosmology, b) method, and c) basis for ethics?

5. Can mid-20th century naturalism take into account the “spiritual” dimensions of human life?

6. What is “spirituality”?

7. Is all this simply a matter of temperament? 

First Session

Jaegwon Kim. "The American Origins of Philosophical Naturalism."  Philosophy in America at the Turn of the Century.  Charlottesville: Philosophy Documentation Center, 2003, 83-98.  At:

<http://www.pdcnet.org/pdf/7Kim.pdf#search=%22jaegwon%20kim%20naturalism%22>.  This is a very good article.  It sets the stage for the rest of what we will do.

John Dewey.  Experience and Nature. “Nature, Means and Knowledge.”  LW.1.100-131.

The Dewey/Santayana Debate.  George Santayana: "Dewey's Naturalistic Metaphysics." (JP - JSTORE) 22, no. 25, 673-688. Also in LW.3.367-384.  John Dewey: "Half-Hearted Naturalism." (JP-JSTORE) 34, no. 3, 57-64. Also in LW.3.73-81.

Second Session

W. H. Sheldon: "Critique of Naturalism." (JP-JSTORE) 42, no.10, 253-270. 

Arthur Murphy: "Naturalism and the Human Spirit." (JP-JSTORE) 42, no.15, 400-417.
John Dewey, Sidney Hook, and Ernest Nagel: "Are Naturalists Materialists?" (JP-JSTORE) 42, no.19, 515-30.  Also in (R) 102-120.
Alvin Plantinga: "Methodological Naturalism? (Part 2). At: <http://www.arn.org/docs/odesign/od182/methnat182.htm> .

William Dembski: "Intelligent Design is not Optimal Design." At: <http://www.designinference.com/documents/2000.02.ayala_response.htm>.

(Check out Dembski's homepage at: <http://www.designinference.com/>. )
