Phil 410: Philosophers of Consequence—William James & John Dewey
Fall 2009

Tuesdays & Thursdays, 2-3:15pm

Saint Mary’s College

Instructor: Dr. Charles A. Hobbs

Office: Spes Unica Hall, Room 157

Office Telephone: 284-4169


Home: 274-2170

E-mail: chobbs@saintmarys.edu
*Office Hours: Mon: 3-5pm. Tues: 4-6pm. Wed: 3-5pm. Thurs: 4-5pm. Fri: 3:30-4:30pm.
I’m also available by appointment.
Course Description
In this course we shall focus on the two most influential figures of the classical American pragmatist tradition in philosophy: William James and John Dewey. For much of the semester, our investigation of James and Dewey will center on their writings as they pertain to epistemological and metaphysical issues, that is, on James’ and Dewey’s positions in broad relation to philosophical issues and questions concerning the nature of reality and issues of the nature, origin, and scope of knowledge. We shall seek to understand something about the differences and the similarities between these two quintessentially American philosophers, how they influenced one another, and about the ways in which both are representatives of a movement rejecting much of classical “modern” philosophy (that philosophical era from approximately Descartes to Kant). We will seek to understand how and why these two pragmatist philosophers reject a variety of dualisms, whether these are dualisms between reason and emotion, mind and nature, individual and community, or theory and practice, as well as the ways in which James and Dewey seek to reconstruct philosophy in light of this. As a part of all of this, our exploration will include the examination of some writings by James and Dewey pertaining to issues of religion, ethics, education, and politics. Some regular activities of this course will include reading, writing, presentations, discussion, and lecture as needed. We shall also view at least one documentary video.
Course Objectives

The main objectives of this course are for students: to (by the end of the semester) develop an understanding of what is at stake in the philosophies of James and Dewey; to comprehend and be able to articulate a number of James’ and Dewey’s respective philosophical arguments and positions; to be able to make coherent and reflective criticisms of at least some of these arguments and positions; and to further develop conversational and debating skills through focused in-class discussion of our readings of James and Dewey, including consideration of the contemporary relevance of James and Dewey.
*As for regular in-class activities, I seek for us to meet these objectives through several means:

*some lecture, for providing necessary context and establishing crucial starting-points*
     
*student presentations (always with handouts for everyone!)*
            *focused discussions*
Course Requirements
(1) Five Presentations to Class (including 1-2 page handouts with each): 20%
(2) Two Essay Exams: 40%
(3) Two Papers: 40%
Note: Excessive absences will harm borderline grades, whereas regular attendance (and participation) will help borderline grades.

*All work shall be graded on a scale of 1-100. Numerical and letter grades correlate in the following way:

94–100: A

84–86:  B

74–76:  C

60–66:  D

90–93:   A-

80–83:  B-

70–73:  C-

59-or-below: F



87–89:   B+

77–79:  C+

67–69:  D+



My Academic Honesty Policy:

As stated in the 2007-2009 College Bulletin (p. 43), “Each student shall be honest in her academic work and shall support the honesty of others. She shall, moreover, guard against any appearance of dishonesty.”

With this in mind, please note that plagiarism is a form of academic dishonesty (a kind of theft) in which one represents the words and/or ideas of someone else as if they are her own. Please be aware that if you engage in this practice with regard to your papers (or if you engage in some other form of academic dishonesty, such as cheating on an exam), you should expect to automatically fail the course. Bottom line—be honest by doing your own work.
Regarding Disabilities:

Any student who is eligible for accommodations to complete the requirements and expectations of this course because of a disability is invited to make her needs known to the instructor and should also contact Iris Giamo, in the Disability Resource Office (x4262) or e-mail igiamo@saintmarys.edu for an appointment to review documentation and arrange for appropriate and legal accommodations. Students who suspect they may have a disability are also encouraged to contact the Disabilities Resource Office.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Required Texts:

The Writings of William James: A Comprehensive Edition, ed. John J. McDermott. 
Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1977. ISBN: 9780226391885
*hereafter abbreviated as “WWJCE”

The Essential Dewey, Volumes 1 & 2, eds. Larry A. Hickman & Thomas M. Alexander.
Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1998. 

IBSN (Vol. 1): 0253211840


ISBN (Vol. 2): 0253211859
*hereafter abbreviated as “TED”
Outline and Schedule

(This outline/schedule is subject to change – be alert for any announced changes.)

PLEASE NOTE: You are expected to have done all scheduled reading for any class meeting  

                             prior to that meeting. (Required reading to be indicated in bold)

Week One – Introduction to Course, Background, & Context
Aug. 25: Introductions -Overview of the course (syllabus) -Student Information Sheets
Aug. 27: Background on the Lives & Works of James and Dewey. 

   -Some advice about reading and writing -Presentation schedule
Week Two – Introducing the Philosophy of James
Sept. 1: *“Possibility or Else! The Philosophy of William James”, John J. McDermott 

        (from McDermott’s The Drama of Possibility: Experience as Philosophy of Culture)



Reading: library electronic reserve (“blackboard”)
*Print it, READ IT, and bring it to class
              *“Is Life Worth Living?”
                  (from James’ The Will to Believe and Other Essays in Popular Philosophy)



Reading: library electronic reserve (“blackboard”)
*Print it, READ IT, and bring it to class
Sept. 3: “The Will to Believe”


Reading: WWJCE, pp. 717–735
Week Three – The Pragmatic Method

Sept. 8: “Philosophical Conceptions and Practical Results”


Reading: WWJCE, pp. 345–362
 “The Present Dilemma in Philosophy” (from James’ Pragmatism)



Reading: WWJCE, pp. 362–376

Sept. 10: “What Pragmatism Means” (from Pragmatism)



Reading: WWJCE, pp. 376–390
Week Four – Pragmatic Method Applied to Metaphysical Problems, Religion, & Ethics
Sept. 15: “Some Metaphysical Problems Pragmatically Considered” (from Pragmatism)


Reading: WWJCE, pp. 390–404
Sept. 17: “Pragmatism and Religion” (from Pragmatism)


Reading: WWJCE, pp. 461–472
    “The Moral Philosopher and the Moral Life”



Reading: WWJCE, pp. 610–629
Week Five – More Jamesian Ethics
Sept. 22: “On a Certain Blindness in Human Beings”



Reading: WWJCE, pp. 629–645
Sept. 24: “The Moral Equivalent of War”




Reading: WWJCE, pp. 660–671
Week Six – Radical Empiricism
Sept. 29: “A World of Pure Experience”



Reading: WWJCE, pp. 194–214



    “The Thing and Its Relations”




Reading: WWJCE, pp. 214–226



    “The Experience of Activity”




Reading: WWJCE, pp. 277–291


    (from Essays in Radical Empiricism)

Oct. 1: “Does ‘Consciousness’ Exist?”




Reading: WWJCE, pp. 169–183



“The Notion of Consciousness”




Reading: WWJCE, pp. 184–194



    (from Essays in Radical Empiricism)
Week Seven
Oct. 6: *JAMES EXAM*
Oct. 8: *JAMES PAPER DUE*
Week Eight – Introducing the Philosophy of Dewey
Oct. 13: *“Pragmatism: Diversity of Subjects in Dewey’s Philosophy 

                  and the Present Dewey Scholarship”, Stefan Neubert 

                  (from John Dewey Between Pragmatism and Constructivism)

Reading: library electronic reserve (“blackboard”)
                 *IN-CLASS JOHN DEWEY DOCUMENTARY VIDEO

Oct. 15: “From Absolutism to Experimentalism”




Reading: TED, Vol. 1, pp. 14–21
  “What I Believe”



Reading: TED, Vol. 1, pp. 22–28
  “The Postulate of Immediate Empiricism”




Reading: TED, Vol. 1, pp. 115–120
FALL BREAK (& John Dewey’s birthday!--Oct. 20)
Week Nine – Reconstructing Philosophy
Oct. 27: “The Need for a Recovery of Philosophy”



Reading: TED, Vol. 1, pp. 46–70
Oct. 29: “Existence, Value and Criticism” (from Experience and Nature)




Reading: TED, Vol. 1, pp. 84–101
Week Ten – Evolutionary Naturalism & Language
Nov. 3: “Nature, Life and Body-Mind” (from Experience and Nature)




Reading: TED, Vol. 1, pp. 134–153
Nov. 5: “Nature, Communication and Meaning” (from Experience and Nature)




Reading: TED, Vol. 2, pp. 50–66
Week Eleven – Historical Critique and further Reconstruction of Philosophy
Nov. 10: “Philosophy’s Search for the Immutable” (from The Quest for Certainty)




Reading: TED, Vol. 1, pp. 102–112
Nov. 12: *“The Supremacy of Method” (from The Quest for Certainty)




Reading: library electronic reserve (“blackboard”)
*Print it, READ IT, and bring it to class
Week Twelve – The Aims of Education
Nov. 17: “My Pedagogic Creed”




Reading: TED, Vol. 1, pp. 229–235
   “Aims in Education” (from Democracy and Education)


Reading: TED, Vol. 1, pp. 250–256
Nov. 19: “Natural Development and Social Efficiency as Aims” 

                             (from Democracy and Education)



Reading: TED, Vol. 1, pp. 257–264
Week Thirteen – Deweyan Ethics
Nov. 24: Introduction to Human Nature and Conduct



Reading: TED, Vol. 2, pp. 19–23


   “The Place of Habit in Conduct” (from Human Nature and Conduct)



Reading: TED, Vol. 2, pp. 24–49

   “The Good of Activity” (from Human Nature and Conduct)



Reading: TED, Vol. 2, pp. 321–327
THANKSGIVING  BREAK
Week Fourteen – Deweyan Political Philosophy
Dec. 1: “Search for the Public” (from The Public and Its Problems)


Reading: TED, Vol. 1, pp. 281–292
Dec. 3: “Search for the Great Community” (from The Public and Its Problems)
Reading: TED, Vol. 1, pp. 293–307


 “Creative Democracy–The Task Before Us”




Reading: TED, Vol. 1, pp. 340–343
Week Fifteen – Final Presentations
Dec. 8: Presentations on James Scholarship

Dec. 10: Presentations on Dewey Scholarship
*Final Exams Week:

*FINAL EXAMINATION: Thursday, Dec. 17, 10:30am–12:30pm
*DEWEY PAPER DUE*
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