Phil 236: American Philosophies
Spring 2011
Tuesdays & Thursdays, 2-3:15pm
Madeleva Hall, Room 312
Saint Mary’s College

Instructor: Dr. Charles A. Hobbs

Office: Spes Unica Hall, Room 157

Office Telephone: 284-4264

Home: 274-2170

E-mail: chobbs@saintmarys.edu

*Office Hours: Mondays 3-5pm. Tuesdays 3:30-5pm. Wednesdays 3-5pm. 

                         
Thursdays 3:30-5pm. Fridays 3-5pm ; also by appointment.
Course Description
What is American about philosophy? (For that matter, what is America? –or should we speak better of the Americas?) Among other movements, this course shall introduce pragmatism, which is perhaps the most original and characteristic American contribution to our world’s philosophical conversation, a philosophical movement that works to bring thinking and doing together. We’ll also engage some ideas and issues relating to idealism, feminism, the African-American tradition, as well as some of the Latin American contribution. Join us as we examine and engage with a variety of figures: Charles Sanders Peirce, William James, Josiah Royce, John Dewey, Jane Addams, W.E.B. Du Bois, Martin Luther King, Jr., Enrique Dussel, and John J. McDermott. We shall think together about questions including: To what extent are American philosophies a break with previous philosophical traditions? What should be the role of experience for philosophy? What is the role of temperament in philosophy? What is a belief? Can we improve our human condition? What is the self? What is the role of community? What is democracy? What is the meaning of our mortality? You are invited to join our community of inquiry as we explore the ongoing experience of some distinctively American styles of philosophy.
Course Objectives

The main objectives of this course are for students: to (by the end of the semester) have an understanding of the historical development of American philosophy, to have developed an understanding of some of the various cultural, ethnic, racial, and gendered perspectives within American philosophy, and, in general, to better understand our intellectual heritage as Americans (and thereby better understand ourselves). It is also my goal for you to further advance your reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills.

Course Requirements:
(1) Two Presentations to Class (one before Spring Break and one after Spring Break): 

20%
*Each presentation should be a minimum of 10-minutes oral summary AND critique of the assigned reading for the day. *Each presentation must be accompanied by a 2-page-minimum handout, which should include some kind of outline/summary of your presentation, including key quotes w/ p.#s, and some kind of outline/summary of your critique--and/or discussion questions – bring enough copies for everyone.
(2) Two Papers: 40% (Please note that I do not accept papers by e-mail.)
(3) Mid-Term Examination: 20%
(4) Take-Home Final Examination: 20%
Note: Excessive absences will harm borderline grades, whereas regular attendance (and participation) will help borderline grades.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

*All work shall be graded on a scale of 1-100. Numerical and letter grades correlate in the following way:

94–100: A

84–86:  B

74–76:  C

60–66:  D

90–93:   A-

80–83:  B-

70–73:  C-

59-or-below: F



87–89:   B+

77–79:  C+

67–69:  D+


---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

My Academic Honesty Policy:


I expect you to abide by the academic honesty statement in the Saint Mary’s College Bulletin. The Academic Affairs Office shall be made aware of instances of dishonesty, and such instances can result in severe penalties – If you plagiarize or otherwise cheat, you should expect to fail the course.
Regarding Disabilities:
Any student who is eligible for accommodations to complete the requirements and expectations of this course because of a disability is invited to make her needs known to the instructor and should also contact Iris Giamo, in the Disability Resource Office (x4262) or e-mail igiamo@saintmarys.edu for an appointment to review documentation and arrange for appropriate and legal accommodations. Students who suspect they may have a disability are also encouraged to contact the Disabilities Resource Office.
Required Text:
Pragmatism and Classical American Philosophy, ed. John J. Stuhr. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2000. ISBN: 9780195118308

-Throughout the rest of this syllabus, I shall refer to this text as “PCAP”

*Note: A significant amount of our readings will be found on “Blackboard” 

-See the course Outline and Schedule.
Outline and Schedule

(This outline/schedule is subject to change – be alert for any announced changes.)
PLEASE NOTE: You are expected to have done all scheduled reading for any class meeting  

                             prior to that meeting. (Required reading to be indicated in bold)
Week 1 – Introduction to Course
Jan. 18: Introductions -Overview of the course (syllabus) -Student Information Sheets
                         -What is American philosophy?--Guiding questions & themes

Jan. 20: -Some advice about reading and writing -Presentation schedule
Week 2 – Charles Sanders Peirce

Jan. 25: “Some Consequences of Four Incapacities”
Reading: PCAP, pp. 54–67
Jan. 27: “The Fixation of Belief”; “How to Make Our Ideas Clear”



Readings: PCAP, pp. 67–76 ; pp. 77–88
*1st PAPER TOPICS DISTRIBUTED*
Week 3 – William James
Feb. 1: “Possibility or Else! The Philosophy of William James”, John J. McDermott



Reading: on ‘blackboard’
*Print it, READ IT, and bring it to class
Feb. 3: “Is Life Worth Living?”



Reading: on ‘blackboard’
*Print it, READ IT, and bring it to class
Week 4 – James

Feb. 8: “Philosophical Conceptions and Practical Results” ; 

                        “The Present Dilemma in Philosophy”



Readings: on ‘blackboard’

*Print them, READ THEM, and bring them to class
Feb. 10: “What Pragmatism Means”



Reading: PCAP, pp. 193–202
Week 5 – James; Paper Due
Feb. 15: “The Moral Philosopher and the Moral Life”



Reading: PCAP, pp. 203–215
Feb. 17: *1ST PAPER DUE* 
& William James obituary (by John Dewey) distributed
Week 6 – James; Josiah Royce
Feb. 22: “On a Certain Blindness in Human Beings”; “The Moral Equivalent of War”




Readings: on ‘blackboard’



*Print them, READ THEM, and bring them to class.
 
Feb. 24: “Loyalty to Loyalty, Truth, and Reality”



Reading: PCAP, pp. 300–316
Week 7 – Review; Mid-Term Exam

Mar. 1: REVIEW

Mar. 3: *MID-TERM EXAM*
Week 8 – John Dewey

Mar. 8: In-class documentary video – “John Dewey: His Life and Work”

Mar. 10: NO CLASS: Prof. Hobbs in Spokane for meeting of 

the Society for the Advancement of American Philosophy
SPRING BREAK
Week 9 – Dewey
Mar. 22: “The Need for a Recovery of Philosophy”
Reading: PCAP, pp. 445–455 

Mar. 24: “Nature, Life and Body-Mind”



Reading: on ‘blackboard’

*Print it, READ IT, and bring it to class.
Week 10 – Dewey

Mar. 29: “Nature, Communication and Meaning”




Reading: PCAP, pp. 476–482                              
*2nd PAPER TOPICS DISTRIBUTED*
Mar. 31: “Search for the Great Community”



Reading: PCAP, pp. 504–517
Week 11 – Jane Addams


Apr. 5: Introduction to Democracy and Social Ethics



Reading: on ‘blackboard’
*Print it, READ IT, and bring it to class

Apr. 7: TBA
Week 12 – W.E.B. Du Bois; Martin Luther King, Jr.

Apr. 12: Du Bois, “Race”



Reading: on ‘blackboard’
*Print it, READ IT, and bring it to class
Apr. 14: King, “The Ethical Demands for Integration”; “An Experiment in Love”


Readings: on ‘blackboard’



*Print them, READ THEM, and bring them to class.
Week 13 – Paper Due; Enrique Dussel

Apr. 19: *2ND PAPER DUE*

Apr. 21: Dussel – TBA from Philosophy of Liberation



Reading: on ‘blackboard’
*Print it, READ IT, and bring it to class
Week 14 – John J. McDermott

Apr. 26: “Why Bother: Is Life Worth Living? Experience as Pedagogical”;

               “Ill-at-Ease: The Natural Travail of Ontological Disconnectedness”



Readings: on ‘blackboard’



*Print them, READ THEM, and bring them to class.

Apr. 28: “The Inevitability of Our Own Death:

      The Celebration of Time as a Prelude to Disaster”



Reading: on ‘blackboard’
*Print it, READ IT, and bring it to class
Week 15 – Conclusions

May 3: TBA
May 5: *TAKE-HOME FINAL EXAM DISTRIBUTED*
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